
Circular building design
Opportunity, or yet another constraint?

VUB Architectural Engineering
Bâti Bruxellois : Source de nouveaux Matériaux

Prof. dr. ir. arch. Waldo Galle
Researcher and policy advisor sustainability transitions, Vrije Universiteit Brussel

Benelux Builds Circular
Benelux House Brussels, March 12th 2020



Source Architectenmonitor (Netwerk Architecten Vlaanderen, 2016) in Van Tornhaut, L. De architect 
en het bouwteam. Dringt een nieuwe rol voor de architect zich op? (Ghent University, 2016)

9/10 designers sees their growing

responsibility as a serious threat



In innovative collaborations

designers have a weaker position

Source Van Tornhaut, L. De architect en het bouwteam. Dringt een nieuwe rol 
voor de architect zich op? (Ghent University, 2016). Photo Groep Van Roey



27.000 new jobs

2,3 billion euro

Source Willeghems & Bachus (2018) Employment impact of the transition to a 
circular economy: literature study. Photo Rotor DC



AUCH, WHAT NOW?
Opportunities for a renewed role of

architectural designers in the circular economy.



Photo Learning network meeting, Le Bati Bruxellois, Source de 
Nouveau Matériaux Meeting (24/5/2018) Bozar, Brussels

Doing and learning

together



Project 51N4E, Budafabriek (2012) Kortrijk Image 51N4E

Analyze



…

Project Bureau SLA & Overtreders W (2017) People's Pavilion, Eindhoven. Photo Filip Dujardin

Create



Project BUUR (2016) Railway station neighborhood Roeselare

Connect



HOWEVER …
Systemic challenges requiring further discussions and reforms.



If the economy changes …

© VUB

material   > product   <>   component  <>   building   > waste



design + process
design + plan

design + redesign

… must the designer's business change too?

© VUB



… who will be the designer's client?

the user
the material owner

the building manager

© VUB



Doing and learning

together
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